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1* FROM THE STRICT MILITARY POINT OF VIEW, I SHARE TOUR CONCERN FOR 
INCLUDING RVNAF FORCES IN THE INITIAL ASSAULT. HOWEVER# UNILATERAL 
U.S. INVASION OF NVN COULD LEAVE US OPEN TO SEVERE WORLD WIDE CRIT¬ 
ICISM OF BROADENING THE SCOPE OF THE WAS WITHOUT THE FULL CONSENT 
AND SUPPORT OF THE GVN# 

2 * THEREFORE, I CONSIDER RVNAF PARTICIPATION IN ANT OPERATION (S' THI 
TYPE DESIRABLE FOR POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL REASONS* TO CONDUCT THIS 
OPERATION WITHOUT VIENTAMESE PARTICIPATION WOULD ALSO BE A BLOW TO THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT AND TO THEIR NATIONAL PRIDE. RVNAF HAS BEEN DEALT SOME 
TELLING BLOWS RECENTLY BY THE AMERICAN PRESS WITH THE INDICATION THAT 
THE VIETNAMESE ARE t *** THAN ACRES SI VE IN COMBAT. FINALLY# THE CONDUCT 
OF AN IMPORTANT THRUST INTO NORTH VIETNAM WITHOUT VIETNAMESE PARTIC¬ 
IPATION COULD EVOKE SERIOUS CRITICISM A BR OA D AND AT HOIS WHERE A LARGE 
BODY OF OPINION NOW EXISTS THAT RVNAF II NOT CARRYING 1ST SHARE OF THE 
LOAD IN BATTLE. PARTICIPATION WOULD ENHANCE RVNAF STATURE AT A TIME 
WHEN WE ARE STRIVING TO IMPROVE THE IMAGE OF THESE FORCES* 

3. THE SECURITY ASPECTS OF INCLUDING THEM IN THE OPERATION WERE 
CAREFULLY STUDIED AMD THE CONCLUSION REACHED THAT A WELL DEVELOPED 
COVER AND DECEPTION PLAN# WHICH IS ALREADY UNDER WAT# WOULD TAKE 
CARE OF THIS. THE COVER PUN ENVISIONS IN-COUNTRY RKDEPLNYWOfT OF 
RVNAF UNITS IN S8SN A MAJORS Af TO CREATE TIKE 
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DEPLOYMENTS ARE BEING MADE TO SUPPORT CURRENT OPERATIONS AND TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THE UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GENERAL RESERVE UNITS. 
IN ADDITION* RVKAF WOULD BE BROUGHT INTO THE PLANNING AT THE LAST POS¬ 
SIBLE MOMENT ON A STRICT NEED TO KNOW BASIS* 

A* ALTHOUGH THE MANNER IN WHICH HVNAF UNITS WOULD BE UTILIZED IS 
A MATTER FOR THE PLANNING TASK FORCE* I ENVISION THAT VIETNAMESE 
AIRBORNE AND MARINE UNITS COULD BE EMPLOYED IN THE INITIAL ASSAULT 
AS PATHFINDER/SHORE PARTY PERSONNEL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LIA¬ 
ISON AND CONTACT POINTS WITHIN THE OBJECTIVE AREA. THE MAJOR ELEMENTS 
OF THE THREE AIRBORNE AND TWO MARINE BATTALIONS COULD BE COMMITTED 
TO THE ASSAULT PHASES OR AS FOLLOW-UP/NON-SCHEDULED ELEMENTS. THIS 
SCHEME OF MANEUVER SHOULD SATISFY ANY CVN DESIRE TO HAVE VIETNAMESE 
FORCES IN THE VAN-GUARD. 

5* THE MANEUVER OF DEPLOYING RVNAF UNITS IN TRACE OF U.S. ASSAULT 
ELEMENTS IS IN KEEPING WITH THE CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS DEVELOPED IN 
THE MACV OUTLINE PLAN FOR OPERATION BUTT STROKE. WILE THE ORIGINAL 
OBJECTIVE AREA DEFINED IN BUTT STROKE HAS BEEN MODIFIED, IT IS PROB¬ 
ABLE THAT FUTURE EVALUATIONS OF THE SITUATION WILL FURTHER REFINE 
THE OBJECTIVE AREA. 

WARM REGARDS. 
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